The Long and Short of It: A Dwarf Neurexin Suffices for Synapse Assembly.
Neurexins have been established as a major coordinator of synapse assembly, functioning through interactions with postsynaptic cell adhesion molecules. Kurshan et al. (2018) now show that a C. elegans "dwarf neurexin" lacking its extracellular interaction domains can conduct synapse formation independent of postsynaptic partners.